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BELFAST
‘Belfast’ is Kenneth Branagh’s semi
autobiographical cinematic love letter and
lament to the capital city of the land I once
called home.
At first, I confess I didn’t really want to see it;
didn’t want to dredge up those half-buried
traumas of tribalism. But I’m glad I did. Yes,
its backdrop is tragic, but actually it’s a story
of courage and innocence, of hope and humour;
of sacrifice and survival.
The filim (as we Northern Irish would say), is
mainly shot in nostalgic black and white, with
technicolor reserved for those rare moments of
escapism. And watching, I found myself
transported back to that boy with national
health specs who escaped into the Star Wars
universe and who perfected his own shoplifting
skills while navigating the art of growing up
in 1970’s Ulster.
I was born the year before the Troubles hit. And
throughout childhood segregation was a fact of
life; each of us indoctrinated in ‘us’ vs ‘them’.
But mainly actually, life was idyllic and
peaceful; bombs and violence reserved for our
black and white TV screens.
Until, one day, an IRA sniper tore that world
apart when he shot and killed my eldest
brother, just moments after he’d witnessed the
birth of his second son. That split second
marked the before and after of our family.
None of us were the same again.
And at that tender age of 13, I could see even
then that there were two paths open to me. Either
I demonised that gunman and everything he
believed in, or through gritted teeth, I could
choose to absorb that rage and begin the long
and costly act of forgiving. And instinctively
I knew, even then, that if I chose the first, then
both he and me would remain forever in a

prison of my making.
Some branded that man
a terrorist; others a
freedom fighter. It’s
taken me many years
actually to see him as a
fellow child of God; in
equal
need
of
forgiveness, a fellow
mess of contradiction and damage and
beauty.
I share this because today two tribes are at war
not in Ulster but in Ukraine. And it’s too easy
to make heroes of one and demonise the other.
The truth of course is that this is not Russia’s
war but Putin’s.
Whatever happens in that tragic conflict or the
conflicts we live through personally, let’s never
succumb to ‘us’ vs. ‘them’. Until ‘I’ can speak
of ‘we’ there is no future, no healing, no shared
humanity, just more prisons for both. If we’re
the praying kind maybe we can pray for eyes
to look upon the other and see not an enemy
but a fellow child of God who isn’t yet a friend.
Alan
I am pleased to welcome everyone to
St Andrew’s, but in particular visitors
and newcomers. Details of services are
given at the back of the magazine. If
you wish to know more about anything
mentioned, please get in touch with the
contact person named in the article or
speak with me or one of the
churchwardens.
For contact details,
see the page opposite.
The church is open during daylight
hours, and there is a prayer space by
the main door where there is an
opportunity to post prayers on the
prayer board and light a candle.

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE MAGAZINE OF SUNDAY 22ND MAY.
Please send copy by e-mail to hertfordsta@aol.co.uk or post to Richard Taylor
at 22 Highfield Road, Hertford SG13 8BH (Tel. 01992 302995).

WORSHIP AT ST ANDREW’S
Church Services
You will find details of church services on
the back page and on the church website.

Junior Church
Children are welcome to attend Junior
Church.
After we pray for our young
people, they are led out of the 10.30am
Sunday service for their own activities in
the St Andrew's Centre while the service
continues and rejoin the congregation in
time for a blessing. However, when we
have All-Age worship the children stay in
church for the whole of the service. Please
read in advance the details on our Junior
Church page on our website.

Every Sunday Evening at 7pm
Compline/Night Prayers
Every Wednesday at 8pm
Meditation & Mindfulness

Explore the riches of Christian Meditation
and how it fits with
the practice and insights of Mindfulness
Each weekly session is free and lasts for about
45 minutes. We begin with some gentle
exercises to help still the mind and then a
guided meditation, followed by some silence.
Beginners especially welcome!

Join us on Zoom
Breathe Prayer Gathering on Zoom
Usually on the first Saturday of each
month at 8.30am.

Prayer is like oxygen…

Grab a coffee, get comfortable and join us on Zoom
as we pray for ourselves, our churches and our world
during these difficult times.
Feel free to pray silently or join in just as you wish.

Next gatherings on Zoom:
Saturday 7th May at 8.30am
Saturday 4th June at 8.30am
Join us on Zoom

continued

Every Sunday at 10.30am
Service of the Word
with praise, prayer and teaching with
every third Sunday of the month being a
communion service.
Zoom codes are available from the church
office: 01992 504373
standrew.hertford@btinternet.com

Wednesdays at 8pm
In Church every first Wednesday
Other weeks on Zoom
Sunday 1st May
We
welcome
the
Mayor of Hertford
and
members
of
Hertford
Town
Council
to
the
10.30am
Parish
Communion service.

Ascension Day
Thursday 26th May
St Andrew’s at 8pm in the style of
Taize (candlelit with chants)
Jesus said, ‘I am ascending to my Father
and your Father, to my God and your
God.’ John 20:17
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CHURCH FAMILY
BAPTISM:
Received into the family of the Church:
10th April
Elora Audrey Margaret Rebecca May

ELORA’S SPECIAL DAY
Elora’s baptism by Rev Alan Stewart at St Andrew’s
Church on Sunday 10th April was a special occasion in
front of close family members and friends from as far
away as York, Somerset, Lisburn and Oslo.
Elora’s Christian names are Elora Audrey Margaret
Rebecca. She was given the name Audrey after her
maternal Great Grandmother, the late Audrey Mann who
worshipped at St Andrew’s for many years and members
of the congregation will remember with great fondness.
As a consequence, St Andrew’s holds a special place in
the heart of Elora’s mother, Vicki, and makes a further
connection for Elora with Audrey. Sadly, because of his
health, Audrey’s husband, Jack, was unable to attend
the service.

Elora in the arms of her Mum,
Vicki with her Dad, Jack, and
sisters Leonie (centre) and
Lettie

Assisting Alan in Elora’s baptism were her two older
sisters, Lettie and Leonie, who poured the holy water into the font and together carried
Elora’s baptism candle out of the church in accordance with tradition. The sisters also
read together a poem called Three Sisters.
Elora’s Godparents are Jonny Allard, Mike Armstrong, Laura Best, Tom Gamwells and
Caroline Skar-Huseby, all long-time friends of Elora’s parents, Vicki and Jack. The
service was followed by a party in the St Andrew’s Centre.
We are so appreciative of the efforts of
Debbie, Sue, Maria and others in
maintaining our beautiful churchyard, but
there are some jobs that need a bit of
extra help. Please lend a hand if you
can between 10am and 2pm on
Saturday 14th May. We will also do some
Spring cleaning in the church itself.
Refreshments will be provided throughout
the session.
Please let Shirley Taylor know if you can help by calling her on 01992 302995 (leave a
message if there is no answer) or emailing her at shirleytaylor06@gmail.com Or just
turn up on the day. Please bring along some gardening tools.
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EVENTS
St Andrew’s Coffee Morning
SATURDAY 7TH MAY
10.30 – 12.30
Please support this May’s Coffee Morning run by St Andrew’s
Home Group WOW in aid of Cancer Research UK
A warm welcome awaits. Plants will be available for purchase and you can enjoy a delicious
selection of home-made cakes and bakes, along with fresh coffee, tea and drinks for
children. Bring your friends!

Keep the date for these
forthcoming events:

St Mary’s Hertingfordbury
Family Fun Day
Saturday 9th July 2-4pm

Cream teas, teddy bear zip wire, build your
own rocket, craft and more.

S

St Andrew’s Beer Festival
Saturday 10th September 2022
14th MAY 2022
COWBRIDGE HALL SG14 1PG
Contact Brian Fries with questions
bfries@ylinternational.org

AWAY DAY AT HIGH LEIGH
Sunday 23rd April 2023
The parishes of St Andrew’s and St Mary’s
Hertingfordbury will come together again
for an Away Day at High Leigh Conference
Centre, Hoddesdon on this day.

We look forward to the return of the
festival for all the family with cask
beers, cider, wine and soft drinks, live
music and food.
Make sure it’s in your calendar

Know the Story; Share the Story; Live the Story

29 Fore Street, Hertford SG14 1DJ
sales@janemaplesflowers.co.uk
For our photography business:
www.murleyandmaples.co.uk
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CHURCH MATTERS
Get creative and reflective…
with
a
one-day
workshop with
meditation, mindfulness and creative
printing
in
a
local
mature
garden/woodland setting.
SATURDAY 21ST MAY
The workshop is open to all, from beginners to
experienced artists. It will be led Rev Alan Stewart
and artist, Fiona Fouhy.
This will be an
opportunity to take some time out for yourself, be
quiet and enjoy the natural surroundings, as well
as learn new skills. Look out for further details on
the church website.
The price for the day will be £20 per person, with
all materials included. Places are limited. To book and for further information call
Rosemary Willis on 07713 139650.

Railway Day – “call for exhibits”
Saturday 2nd July 2022
We are planning to hold a Railway Day at St Andrew’s Church on Saturday 2nd
July.
The event will be held in the church, from 10.30 to 16.30. We envisage a mix of
several model railway layouts, static railway models of various gauges,
railwayana, displays, pictures and films. There will also be children's activities and
refreshments / light lunches.
The idea for this event has come out of our Reaching New People (RNP) group,
and we hope it will attract plenty of families and also be of general interest in our
area. There hasn’t been a model railway show or similar event in and around
Hertford for some years so hopefully this will be popular.
Have you got anything of interest which could be exhibited at the show? We are
looking for anything railway-themed: this could be an exhibit with a special story
attached or even something you have made.
If you have something to exhibit or would like further information, please contact
Kath & Geoff Oates, 01992 535805 or kathoates2022@virginmedia.com
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Friends and family are very important to us.
Have you ever thought what your life would be like without them?
“Very peaceful!” you might say, but it would also be very lonely.

Draw pictures or write the names of your friends in the shapes.
Put yourself in the middle.
Can you say why you like each friend?

Do you know all the names of your family? Ask someone to help you fill in your family tree.

Jesus had twelve special friends.
Can you write their names in here?

1

7

2

8

3

9

4

10

5

11

6

12
WITH THANKS TO VAL HURFORD

Blind Jesus (No one belongs here more than you)

Rev Alan Stewart tells the story
behind his drawing based on the Last
Supper

In conversation with Celia and with a
friend Jonathan Evens, that vision evolved
into this image.

A few months ago, I was introduced to a
lady called Celia Webster, a member of
the Church of England Disability Group.
For several years, Celia has had a vision
for an image of the Last Supper where
people of differing abilities are gathered at
table with Jesus. Celia’s daughter was
born with learning difficulties and as a
family they have experienced first hand
an intense feeling of not belonging inside
or outside of church; of feeling rejected,
invisible, misunderstood, vulnerable.

It’s an image in charcoal which includes
the central character of a visually
impaired Jesus, surrounded by twelve
people of differing ages, backgrounds and
abilities.
From left to right:
- an empty chair;
- a little girl with curly hair and a big
smile;
- a middle aged man (a friend of Celia who
lives with MS) in a wheelchair;
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Blind Jesus (No one belongs here more than you)
- a male same sex couple;
- a young woman breastfeeding a baby
(who is one of the twelve);
- an elderly woman with her hand on
Jesus’ shoulder;
- Jesus; a white stick resting against his
body, his left hand outstretched, scars of
self-harm visible on his arms;
- a young man with Down Syndrome
resting on Jesus’ shoulder;
- a middle-aged man in a suit;
- a young man experimenting with his
identity;
- a young woman smiling;
- an older man, a rough sleeper perhaps.
This Jesus challenges theological and
Biblical imagery that equate blindness to
sin or as something to be cured. For many
visually impaired people, their blindness is
an essential part of their identity, finding
certain Bible stories and indeed hymn
lyrics difficult or painful. This is a Jesus
who comes from a place of vulnerability,
unaffected by the visual appearance of
others. Responding to the image, a
visually impaired friend has written ‘an
image of Jesus who is like me makes me
feel accepted… I wish my visual
impairment would be cured. But I am
glad that Jesus embraces it’.
Writing about the piece, John Beauchamp
the London Diocesan Disability Ministry
Enabler, himself blind, says:
‘The depiction of Jesus as representing
bodily perfection and physical ability has
denied a vast swathe of humankind a

direct connection with the notion of
incarnation (God in human flesh). The
incarnation of the divine in human form
has been restricted to a complete,
healthy, fully functioning body and mind,
and disabled people, whose bodies are
incomplete or dysfunctional, whose
senses do not interpret the world with
clarity or focus, whose minds function
differently and awkwardly, have been left
in a marginal space. Disconnected from
the embodied Christ by their wounds and
physical and mental impairments. Others
have been excluded by the church. A
church that has tried to own the embodied
Christ and has attempted to limit who he
is. The colour of your skin, the person you
love, your background and origin. All
these have been used to separate people
from the embodied Christ and have
pushed people into marginal spaces. But
Jesus is the divine embodiment of all of
humankind. Those who are blind and deaf.
Those who bear the scars of their mental
pain. Those whose bodies are incomplete
or dysfunctional. Those who are black and
brown and all the rich skin tones that
grace the earth. Those who are LGBTQIA+
and seek to love with integrity and
honesty. Those who are young and see
the world through the innocent eyes of a
child. Those who are old and see the world
passing them by and feel unrecognised
and unheard. Those whose genetic makeup destined them to possess a rare beauty
and nature, but who are misunderstood
and ostracised by a judgmental world.
Those whose minds interpret the world in
a way that others do not understand.
Those who express themselves in ways
that some find disturbing or frightening.
CONTINUED OVERLEAF
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Blind Jesus (No one belongs here more than you)
Those whose feelings of shame and selfdoubt haunt their lives and keep them in
the shadows. This Jesus, this Christ, this
Messiah, is all of these people and many
more. The incarnation is not limited to
bodily perfection, physical ability, or
mental capacity, but embraces all that
humankind has labelled as ‘other,’ as
outside of God’s grace and love. In this
Last Supper, the marginalised and
excluded and devalued are invited to the
table. Invited to be with Jesus. To sit and
eat with him. To find themselves with
him and recognise themselves in him. To
find that their embodiment is not a
barrier but in fact their passport into the
kingdom where all of our human
diversity is redeemed and celebrated in
a riot of joy and celebration’.
The idea is for the drawing to be
nomadic, travelling from place to place,
as a conversation piece or a meditation.
We also hope to develop a resource for
schools using wondering questions
which you might want to ask yourself in
a quiet moment:

I wonder where you would put yourself
in this picture?
Is the empty chair for you?
What title would you give this?
Christ says ‘come to me; the tired and
the traumatised, the powerful and
powerless, the helpful and the helpless,
the insiders and outsiders… for here you
will be welcomed; for no-one belongs
here more than you’.

FUTUREhope
are in need of more volunteers to enable
greater impact on young people in
Hertford and Ware. Can you meet a
young person for an hour a week? Or
come out on a Friday night on our mobile
youth centre, play games and chat with
young people?

What associations do we have with
blindness?
How does this Jesus ‘see’ me?
Are we comfortable with a Jesus who
self-harms?
Is
his
outstretched
hand
a
welcome/invitation or is he asking for
help?
I wonder why each ‘disciple’ has been
chosen
I wonder if you’re uncomfortable with
any of these guests, and if so, why?
Who else should be at this meal?

Training dates are 5th May and 12th May
at 7.30 - 9.30pm at the FUTUREhope
office in Hertford. For more information
please email Tim (tim@fhhw.org.uk) or
ring him on 07531 875124.
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Misty & Mysterious Mornings
Rosemary Willis continues her nature notes
Well, I was a bit premature in my last notes
to say Summer was on the way when we
have had such unseasonal weather lately,
with everything from wild winds and hail to
sunshine warm, enough to sleep in its heat.
Some mornings are
bright and clear and
others are misty
and mysterious.
A
few
summer
migrants
have
arrived and are
singing
well.
Blackcaps in the
scrub
bushes
singing their beautiful melodies, chiffchaff
are calling their name repetitively and I
have heard just one willow warbler that
sings a beautiful song on the descending
scale. At the point of writing, I have still
not seen a swallow. I have heard reports
there are few here; they have been held
back by the strong cold winds. A paltry
number of sand martins have arrived but I
have not seen any either. However green
woodpeckers seem to have taken up
residence in the willow tree copse and one
calls to let me know he is there again. The
greater spotted woodpeckers have been
drumming for some time over the previous
months. It is time to get up really early and
listen to the dawn chorus starting up. I
stand listening to the song thrush in full
voice. How many different verses can he
sing? It's just
wonderful. A
walk
along
the bank and
I glimpse a
water
vole
tucked
into
the reeds. He
was probably having a morning snack on

the reeds. I barely saw him as he swam
away and hid in the bank side.
I have been on my
travels further afield
on the canals.
I
usually get up early
and take a walk
wherever we stop for
the night and get
back
for
8am
breakfast.
This
particular
morning
was frosty, bright and clear. I walk in a
treasure of glistening, sparkly jewels of the
frost on grass as the sun catches it, and
wander among new lambs and rare breed
pigs. I disturb some red-legged partridges
scurrying at the field
edge.
Wood
anemones and yellow
celandines
and
cowslips
are
flowering.
It’s
a
lovely walk, but I
have misread the
map and it’s much
further back to the
narrowboat than I thought. I cut back on
to the canal path with relief knowing I
would be an hour late for breakfast. Just
as I emerged onto the bank a bird dived
into the water and out again. It’s
unmistakable and the kingfisher flew off
down the canal with a glimpse of blue as it
went. It was worth the long walk just to see
it. It was the only one of the whole trip.
We have had some beautiful mornings; the
Easter sun rising spectacularly. It is a
wonderful way to start the day in quiet
tranquillity and enjoy what the day brings.
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UKRAINE: REFUGEES IN HERTFORD
The situation in the Ukraine has been
causing great distress to many since the
invasion of the country began in
February.
St Andrew’s Church has
joined with many other churches from
across the country to show its concern
through membership of the Sanctuary
Foundation, an organisation committed
to positive support for the people of that
country and those who seek to offer
help. See:
https://www.sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/

Following
their
advice
and
encouragement, it was agreed to hold an
open meeting in the St Andrew’s Centre
for those who have offered to host
refugees and those who are thinking of
so doing. Approximately sixty people
attended and many good ideas and
connections were shared.

can be activated in the months, indeed,
years to come.
As this magazine goes to press, people
from the Ukraine are starting to arrive in
Hertford. St Andrew’s and other
churches will be there to respond to
need.
Chris Seward
NB For a comprehensive list of resources
and up to date information regarding
Ukraine refugees in the UK, please see
https://citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk/u
kraine-refugee-resources/

ST ANDREW’S CLOCK
takes time out

A main point for discussion was how
churches can use their buildings, church
members and experience of strong
community links and hospitality to
support the expected number of
refugees and their hosts. Regular coffee
mornings, advice and language sessions
as well as activities and visits were all
suggestions that can be taken forward.

Made by John Briant
in Hertford
198
years ago, the time
has come for the
church clock to be
inspected
and
cleaned. The first
stage began in April when engineers
from specialist company, Smith of
Derby, visited over two days to take the
clock apart and remove it to their
workshop. There it will be cleaned and
its condition assessed before a quotation
is prepared for further work required to
restore it to good working condition.
This first stage was at a cost of nearly
£7,000 raised from generous grants
from the Tappenden Trust, East Herts
Council and Hertford Town Council as
well as donations from others and
collections made by Rossi’s Attic, for
which we are very grateful.

There are very good reasons why people
feel unable to offer accommodation.
However, there are still many ways in
which a willingness “to do something”

Our Honorary Clockwinder, Keith Neat,
can take a well-earned rest from the
weekly climb of 60 steps and 160 turns
to keep the clock and chimes going.

Among the groups represented were the
Waltham Cross Branch of the Association
of Ukrainians in Great Britain, Herts
Welcomes Refugees and Community
Service Volunteers. The meeting also
was joined by the County Councillor for
Hertford All Saints, Ben Crystall and by
people with close family ties to the
Ukraine.
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Rossi's Attic

Vintage Retro Antiques & Collectables

4 MILLBRIDGE, HERTFORD SG14 1PY
Rossi’s Attic is a family run vintage emporium with a selection of
dealers selling everything from antique jewellery and vintage
homeware to metaphysical goods.
Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm and Sunday 10am to 4pm.
www.rossisattic.co.uk

HERTFORD & WARE DEANERY SYNOD
Shirley Taylor tells us about the
Deanery Synod meeting held on 21st
March
This Deanery Synod meeting took place
in the fantastic building that is Christ
Church, Ware. Do have a look inside if
you get the opportunity to see what can
be done to bring church buildings up to
date so that they lose nothing of their
history, look even more beautiful and
provide flexibility for all sorts of uses in
the church and wider community.
Sitting on our comfortable chairs with
our feet on the underfloor heating, we
first listened to the new Diocesan
Secretary, Mr David White, introduce
himself. The Diocesan Secretary’s job is
Chief Operating Officer of the Diocese.
The Diocesan Secretary reports to the
Diocesan Bishop.
They are also
accountable to the Bishop’s Council,
Diocesan Synod and the Chair of the
Finance Group. He has had experience
of running several charities and has also
worked for the worldwide Anglican
Communion. He made the point that the
Diocese is there to serve the parishes
rather than what sometimes seems to us
to be the opposite.
We then received a report from Rev
Rachel Wakefield on the General Synod
(the highest governing body of the
Church of England) which was held in
February lasting three days. Rachel is
an Assistant Curate at St Francis,
Welwyn Garden City formerly working in
media and communications. There were
discussions
on
Racial
Justice,
Safeguarding,
Faculties,
Tracking
Slavery and Human Trafficking, Clergy
Remuneration and a presentation on
God’s People Set Free: Living as

Missionary Disciples of Jesus Christ in
the Whole of Life to bring transformation
to the Church and the World.
The
discussion on Trafficking drew attention
to the story about the trafficked workers
in ‘The Archers’ which resulted in much
confusion as delegates tried to establish
in which part of the Diocese Ambridge is
to be found.
After that we received a report on
Deanery Vision and Mission Action Plan.
Deanery Synod voted to set up working
groups on various matters made up from
Synod members and people from
parishes instead of running its own
Pastoral Committee. These committees
will cover Parish Share, Social Action,
Environment,
New
Housing
Developments,
Fresh
Expressions,
Ecumenical and Parish Groupings.
The Diocesan Synod representative,
Janet Bird, said that the Diocese had
also discussed some of the same matters
that had been addressed at General
Synod including the Living in Love and
Faith discussion groups held at St
Andrew’s before Easter.
Then, unsurprisingly, a rather gloomy
note on Diocesan finances, despite St
Albans Diocese being much better
placed than most Dioceses.
To cheer ourselves up we ended on a
good news story of the minibuses full of
goods collected by the Beane Valley
Benefice which were delivered to
Ukraine and then filled with passengers
escaping from danger. But I’m not sure
that is entirely a good news story.
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COFFEE WITH CHRIS
David Quantrill
The outdoors has
been a constant
companion
in
David Quantrill’s
long and varied
life. Sailing the
high
seas
in
search of fishing,
the daily walk
from home to art
studio
in
his
beloved Suffolk,
exploring coastal
paths and, most recently, enjoying the
beauty of the rivers close to Hertford
have all provided inspiration for his
thoughts, his prolific artwork and,
indeed, for his prayers.
So, it was appropriate that I sat with
David in Salisbury Square, enjoying a
cup of coffee and a chat, under a warm,
sunlit, April sky. There was much for
David to reflect on with his unfailingly
positive and inspirational outlook on life
very much in evidence.
David’s childhood was spent in wartime
Lowestoft, a main target for air raids by
the Luftwaffe. He was evacuated twice,
moved on with his family from various
bomb-damaged properties and spent
many hours in underground shelters
protected only by makeshift Nissen huts.
Dealing with such imminent danger
might seem appropriate preparation for
years to be spent at sea.

However, work on the boats ended
abruptly in the early 1960s and David
transferred to on-shore work, filleting
fish in the giant Birds Eye factory. He
takes pleasure in recounting the quality
of his cutting and trimming, something
he puts down to being employed on
piece work i.e. the more fish flesh that
was rescued, the more you would be
paid. He still enjoys watching the fish
being filleted on the market stall and
knows a good filleter when he sees one!
However, throughout this time and the
subsequent years as a salesman for,
among others, the Co-op it was art that
was stirring David’s passion. Love of
colour and the outdoors led to a deep
appreciation of impressionism, and he
was inspired to begin a lifetime of work.
David became known across Suffolk and
East Anglia and, if it’s true that you can
tell an artist’s personality by his pictures,
then the use of bright and pure colours
confirms David’s sense of optimism and
confidence.
David
loves
using
his
two-inch
decorating brushes bought, not from
specialist art shops but from the local
DIY outlets. It is with these that he

Like so many in his town, David left
school at fourteen and was quickly
employed in the fishing fleet. Long
periods at sea (eight to ten weeks was
normal), Storm Ten gales and news of
boats “lost with all hands” were routine
occurrences for David as he and his
companions chased, among other fish,
the “silver darlings” aka herring.
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COFFEE WITH CHRIS
David Quantrill
creates his many abstract pictures
representing the landscapes that he
enjoys so much. For him, this style
enables him to “paint on the edge” which
means to put paint on the brush, make
some marks and “go with it”. A starting
point is often a title (like so many other
creatives he keeps a notebook and jots
down ideas and key words to be used
later) before, not frightened by failure,
he sets to work.
“You have to have the confidence to do
your own thing…go where you want to
go…be confident” he asserts. This was
advice he still values from many years
ago and would pass on to any aspiring
artist. Looking back, he says “I didn’t
want to paint what I see but what I
feel….I let my imagination take over”.
While still prolific in his work, since
moving to Hertford a few years ago
David is now a worshipping member of
the St Andrew’s community. After a
childhood when the sabbath day was
spent at choir morning and evening as
well as Sunday School in the afternoon,
he drifted away from church until into his
fifties when, quite suddenly, he felt
“drawn to God”.
He recalls walking into a church one
Sunday and feeling that God had put “a
smile on my face”. From that time,
church worship has been a central part
of David’s life and, in Suffolk, it took him
to be churchwarden, deanery synod
representative and a regular contributor
to services. While this is now behind
him, David values the fellowship of St
Andrew’s and feels completely happy
and comfortable within the church.

the parks and rivers - I give thanks for
the beauty around me and will often
pray for the people I see, especially if
they appear to be troubled or in
difficulty.” David regularly used to do
prayer walks, something he enjoyed
greatly. “I still enjoy watching people…..
for example, near where I live, I can see
people hurrying for their trains at
Hertford East. I call it Lowry Junction!”
For a short time, following the death of
his wife in 2014, David painted very
little. He recalls that the quietness of
those months meant he lost the flair to
be creative. However, the inspiration
returned and after his 2016 exhibition at
Hertford Theatre and a similar event at
Parndon Mill in 2018, he continues to
contribute to exhibitions with the
Hertford Art Society. His book “A Breath
of Fresh Air” takes its title from the
response to his work by a trusted, fellow
artist who described his early abstract
work with those words. He is currently
developing a new series of paintings
based on his love of the dunes at
Walberswick.
Coffee with David was indeed “a breath
of fresh air”, not just because of the
glorious April morning but because of
David’s irrepressible optimism and
positivity. His approach to life in general
and to art itself can inspire us all.
Chris Seward
“A Breath of Fresh Air” is available
through online retailers.
More details can be found at
http://davidquantrill.co.uk/

David’s prayer life, however, is certainly
not confined to the church building or to
set times of day! “I love to talk to the
Lord as I walk around the town or enjoy
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Services at St Andrew’s
May 2022
To attend a Zoom service please email the Parish Office at:- standrew.hertford@btinternet.com
Day

Date

1

SUNDAY
Easter 3

Time

Service

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

10.30 am Parish Communion with Junior Church
10.30 am Morning Service on Zoom
7.00 pm Compline Service on Zoom

Monday

2

Wednesday

4 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional)

Thursday

5

8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)

SUNDAY

8

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Easter 4

10.30 am Morning Service on Zoom
7.00 pm Compline Service Zoom
9

11 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional)

Thursday

12

8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)

SUNDAY
Easter 5

15

8.00 am
10.30 am Parish Communion with Junior Church
10.30 am Eucharist Service on Zoom
7.00 pm Compline Service on Zoom

Monday

16

Wednesday

18 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional)

Thursday

19

8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)

SUNDAY
Easter 6

22

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.30 am Parish Communion with Junior Church
7.00 pm Compline Service on Zoom

Monday

23

Wednesday

25 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional)

Thursday

26
29

Easter 7
(Sunday after Ascension)

Rev Alan Stewart
Kath Oates

Rev Alan Stewart

Rosemary Willis
Rev Bill Church
Rev Bill Church
Rev Alan Stewart
Melanie Seward

Forbes Mutch

Rev Alan Stewart
Rev Alan Stewart
Rev Alan Stewart
Rev Bill Church

Geoff Oates

Rev Alan Stewart

Kath Oates

Rev Alan Stewart

8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

10.30 am Morning Service on Zoom

SUNDAY

Rev Alan Stewart

8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

Wednesday

Ascension Day

Preacher

8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)

10.30 am All Age Service

Monday

Celebrant

Rev Bill Church
Rev Bill Church
Rev Alan Stewart

Maria HenrikssonBell

Forbes Mutch

Melanie Seward

Rosemary Willis

8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Rev Alan Stewart

8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)
8.00 pm Taizé Service

Rev Alan Stewart

8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP)

Rev Alan Stewart

10.30 am Parish Communion with Junior Church
10.30 am Morning Service on Zoom
7.00 pm Compline Service on Zoom

Rev Alan Stewart
Kath and Geoff Oates
Rev Alan Stewart

